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A Full and Impartial Ac- 
count of all the Robberies com- 


mitted by JOHN Hawking, 
GEORGE SYMPSON, and 


their E W 


oH IN Adi, who by his many 
Se Robberies has made himſelf as fa- 
nous in Exgland as Cartouche was in 
Fance, at his Death was 30 Years 
old: He was born of very ho- 
neſt Parents, but poor ; his * N 


was a Farmer, and lived at Staines in 1 
His Education had been but very ſlender, for at 


14 he waited on a Gentleman; but leaving him, 
he became Tapſter's Boy at the Red- Lyon at 
Brentford, where he continued till he got ano- 
ther Gentleman's Service: but being of an 
unſettled Temper, he ſeldom tarried long in 4 
Place. The laſt Family he was in, was Sir 
Denni Dutry's, whom he ſerved as Butler: : He 
gas often told me, if he had continued in that 
Station, he might ſoon have been Maſter of very 
happy Circumſtances ; ; for being an handſome 


creditable 


wo 


(2) 


creditable Servant, he was well liked and appro- 
ved of both by his Maſter and Lady. Bur as he 
was conſcious of thoſe higgptrional Perfections, 
like all the Gentfy ene ſue=Cloth, he ſooh 
became very afluniing, F that he thought it but 
a {mall Fault to be out two or three Nights in a 
Week at the Gawing-Tables, which were his 
Deitruction, as they are of all others who fre- 
quent them. Theſe are the Nurſeries of all 
our Highway-men : here it is that young Fel- 


lous being ſtript of all their Money, are pre- 


pared for the malt deſperate Enterprizes. So it 
was with Hawkins, who by the repeated Neg- 
lects of his Maſter? s Bulineſs, having incenfed 


the Family againſt him, was turn ed off, not 


vithout a juſt Suſpicion of having firſt been a 


Confederate in robbing his Maſter's Houſe of 4 


conſiderable Value in Plate. This he never 
ov ned to we, but acknowledged he had pawned 


an old-faſhicned piece of Duteh Plate of Sir 

Diennis's, which he valued very much, 3 
Having ſpoiled his Character, he looked no 

more after a Place ; attending the Gaming- Ta- 


* 


bles was all his Buſineſs, till he was reduced to h 
ſuch Neceſſity that he wanted Bread. In this. 
melancholy Condition, the Devil, who is ever 


ready upon ſuch Occaſions, put it into his Head 


that he muſt relieve himſelf by plundering his 


Fellow-Subjetts. his he reſolved to do, and, 
in order thereto, multers all his Intereſt to pro- 
cure an Horle and a Caſe of Piſtols. 


He was now 24. His brit Expedition was to 
Hounſlou- Heath, where he ſtopp'd a Coach, and 


_ eaſed the Paſſengers of about 111. With this 
Booty he returned ſafe to London. Now every 
52% weu'd imagine that he, who ſo lately had 


ed of che bitter Cup: of Aflliction, wou'd 


have 


300. 


have applied hs 9 to a proper Uſe: © in- 
ſicad of that, heggepaired N to the 
King S- Heul by er and threw 1t all 


oft. 


loſing at Play what he got upon the Highway. 
In proceſs of Lime he aſlociated himſelt with 
many others. His tirſt Companions were one 
_ Byley, mme ford, Reeves, aid a certain Tiſh 
Captain, who has given the Goyernment a great 


deal of Trouble upon another - gecount ; with. 
theſe he committed ſeveral Robberies upon 


Bag ſbut and Huounſliu- Heatus, but never cou'd 
keep any Money, the fatal, Itch of Gaming 
ſwecping all away, fo that very frequently he 


has been put to hs Sutts how. to get a Dinner. 


His Practice in fuch Poverty, was, to go into a 
convenient Tavern for bilking with his Compa- 


nions, where they eat and drank to their Satiſ- 
faction; when the Reckoning came to be paid, 


they drew Lots Who ſhuuld be left behind to 
ſtand the Bears for the reit, that is, when. the 
reſt were gone, to nake che beſt of his way off 


withour diſcovery. I think tlus very much re- 


ſembles a Cuſtom great Travellers tell you they 
have aboard of a Sup, when, in a great Fa- 
mine, the Sailors caſt Lots who ſhall be eaten for 
the Support of his Brechren. 


Hawkins had followed this fort of Liſe * 


two Years, when he was apprehended by big” 


Majeſty” 5 Mcflengers tor atcemping ro reſeues og 
| Captain Lennard, "bur was d. ſcharged 23 


alter. He had been bur a tew 


ſeized at Gaildfurd ; he had been wn . 
de could not get a Horſe. T wo 1 2 > 


Thus he welt on Er while by himſelt, 


| 
k 
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was tranſported; and the Government has 
taken care of the fourth, whom I mentioned 
betore. | | a Ra 
Hawkins being now himſelf, was more 
conſtantly at the Gamfiſg - Tables; where, about 
this Time, it was my Misfortune to be intro- 
duced by an Acquaintance, purely out of Curi- 
oſity to ſee the Nature of thoſe Places; a moſt 
fatal one to me! and whenever I reflect upon my 
moſt unhappy Circumſtances, that Curioſity riſes 
uppermolt, as the Cauſe of all. I admire the 
| Weſtminſter M=—y don't ſuppreſs thoſe 
Places. Certainly, they could not demonſtrate 
their Affection to his Majeſty better, than by 
putting the many good Laws in Execution 
which are provided againſt Gaming? by doing 
of which, they would, in a few Years, ſave the 
Lives of Hundreds of the King's Subjects. 
But why do I wonder, when I know that the 
Tables ſubſiſt under the Protection of ſuch. 
Powerful Advocates ! There is a yearly Alliance 
between them, which generally expires about 
_ Ciriſimas; at which time the Advocates raiſe 
all their Forces, and join ſome Chriſtian Com- 
pan es of informing Conſtables ; and being thus 
appointed for ſome notable Expedition, their 
firſt Exploit is upon the Three-peny Gaming- 
"Tables, ſuch as the King's-Hend, the Hole in 


: 


7 LE -- 
I ſhall now ſay ſomething of myſelf. I am 
now 22, and was brought up at Kirkleatham in 
Cleveland, Yorkſhire, at the School built there by 
Sir William Turner, formerly Lord-Mayor of 
Londen, Ar 17 1 left the School, and was put 
Clerk to Mr. Dixon of Lincoln s-Inn, a very 
eminent and honeſt Practitioner in Chancery, 
whoſe Advice, if I had obſerved, no doubt I 
had at this Day been very happy. But his Bu- 
ſineſs being very great, and my Induſtry at that 
time very little, we could not agree: in ſhort, 
Mr. Dixon returned the Money he received at 
our Articling, and ſo we parte. 
Amongſt the reſt of my Acquaintance at the 
Saming- Tables, I was ſingled out by this 
John Hawkins; we became great Cronies, and 
were very ſeldom aſunder, till he was taken 
upon ſuſpicion of robbing a Coach in Monmont . 
ſtreet, of which he was acquitted, tho guilty. 
My Mother at this time being reconciled to me, 
ſent for me home to I/hitby, where ſhe lives. 
With her I tarried a T welvemonth ; but being 
very deſirous of coming to Londen again, I per- 
ſuaded her to ſend me up, to try the Law once 
more. She, who always encouraged any thing 
that looked like Buſineſs in me, agreed to my 
| Requeſt, and gave 100 /. with me to Mr. Sandys 
of Grange · Court. I had not been long with him 
before my old Infection broke out, which ſwept 
away every thing I had, both Money and 
Clothes. By this Extravagance making myſelf 
unfit for a Clerk, I left Mr. Saudys. "Then it 


Vas I again met with my old Friend John 
Haulint as yet I did not know directly what 
WE. Courles he followed, tho knowing he had no 
' © Support from any Relations, I ſuſpeftea him 


very much ; for which reaſon I began to with- 
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draw myſelf from his company, for even at that 
time no Mai bad a greater Abuorrence of Vit 
lauy tian ny felt. 

Huxkins had now er.gaged with a freſh Gang 
which was pretty numerous, one ot which, Po- 
cock, being appended, ' ccording to Cuſtom) 
impeack d all che reſt, *'T his I peachment diſ- 

head toe whole Company, ſome to Heland, o- 
tiers co ile; and one Ralpifou, to whole 
_ Charge, as a truſty Perſ>n, all tic Moveables 
were committed, thought ir ls beit play to 
move oft witii the Com: pan) 's Stock into Hol- 
land. By tivs Fraud, and the Impeachment, 
flaw ins Was left deilie Ute both O Mney and 
Companions, tor every bouy had got out of 
Town, except his Brother Mil. Hiwkins and 
Fame, I, ight ; the firſt was taken upon Pocock's 
Information, and the laſt was in a Salvation. 
Hawkins himſelf «kuik'4 about the Town, not 
| daring to appear where he was known, except 
ar ſuch Houſcs as he could confide in; - one of 
which I uted, and there it was | was firſt in 
his company after this Matter broke out; 
for he having a great opinion that I would not 
prejudice | him for 1 tie ſake of Rewara, was not 
afraid to fee me. In a few days Hawkins and I 
were together as often as ever, from whom I 
learnt every thing 1 have related. Some things 
1 have omitted, as that he was preſent when Co- 
lonel Flop er ſhot I ldridge ; he told he alto 
that it was he that ſhot General Evazs's Ser- 
vant : he has often lamented his Misftortune, 


that he ſhould be guilty of that Murder. He 


would, when he got into Company with a Cler- "oi 
gyman, or any other learned Perſon, be always 
asking ſome caſuiſtical Queſtions upon Caſes pa- 


ralle! ro his own, which was this: Hawkins lle pt 
the 


45 
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1 
the General and another Gentleman in a Coach, 
with this Footman behind; the General fired at 
him, and ſo did the Gentleman: upon this, Hau- 
kins ſhot directly into the Coach at them, but 
killed the Footman behind. Now H. in fan- 
cy'd this was no Murder, becauſe he had no 


deſign againſt rhe Deceaſed. Bur he was al- 
ways told his Deſtzn againſt the Maſter made 


him as culpable as if he had intended it againſt 
the Man, whom he K. - d p d ture. I was 
very 1 ad of Hawkin,'s Company, Hi cauſe I took 


nuch pleaſttre n heath - kim pes k his merry 
Pranke and ang Robberies. VV igt heing now 
recoter'd, he and Hawk (ell to their d Game, 
and when they, came home ar Night, 1 uled to 


denk with them. he firlt Robbery they com- 
ritred alter this Re-unicn, was upon the Earl 
of Burlington and Lord Bruce in Richmond Laue; 


they tock from them 207. two Gold Watches, 


_ and a Saphire R, which my Lord bid 0 l. 
tor to 19/174, luis Ring Hawkins pretended he 


could fel} © nly 4 r fix Pour id; this ſeen-d to whe. 


poor Feilow to be a very good Price, ſo that he 


gladly accepted of 3 l. for his Srack, tho Heu. 


kins alters rds ſole The ſame Ring in Holand for 
40 J. 

This Miighi was born of very hone Parents, 
and bred a Barber; he was a Man of the beſt 
Temper and greateſt Fidelity to his Companions 

Lever knew in an Highwayman : how he be- 
came acquainted with Hawkins, J cannot ſay, 
but they two went on together alter his Saliva- 
tion for about a Month very proſperouſſy before 


engaged with them. It happen'd about this 


time, that meeting with a good-natur'd Coun- 


tryman, I borrowed 20. of him; this Mas a 


great Nov elty to me, who had been ſtarving for 
| ſome 


| 


vid, I think about 3 J. in Money, a Snuft-box 
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ſome Weeks paſt, notwithſtanding that 1 made 
all the haſte I could to the Tables, and loſt it 


every Farthipg. This ill Luck made me rage 


like a Madman, and was the firſt thing that 
made me capable of any Impreſſion from bad 


Company. From the Gaming- Tables, I went to 
Hawkins and Migtt. We had drunk ourſelves 


to a good pitch, when Hawkins began a Diſ- 
courſe about robbing in the Streets, but ſaid it 


could not be done without a third Man, and 


ask'd me if I durſt take a Piſtol, and mount a 
Horſe: 1 told him, Yes, as well as any Man, 
and that the want of Money had made me rea- 
dy for any thing. Upon this, he who was always 
glad of new Companions, and, I am ſatisfy d, 
with a very bad Intent, offered very kindly tro | 
get me a Horſe againſt the next Night; I con- 
ſented, and ſo we went to bed. The next 
Morning I remembred what paſs'd the Night | 
before, but reſolved nothing leſs than to put 
what I had promiſed in execution: however, 
Hawkins was as good as his word. 8 


When the Night came, we fell to drinking 


again, and at a proper time of the Night Hau- 

Eins told'us all was ready; I being now as hot 
as the laſt Night, and ſo in the ſame Humour, 
_ objected nothing, but went away with them to 
the Horſes: we mounted about ten a-clock, 


and a little while after robbed Sir David Dal- 
rymple by Winſtanley's Water-works. It was put 


upon me to ſtop the Coach by way of tryal, 
whether I was capable of being made a Man of 
Buſineſs; to my great Misfortune, I performed 

my part ſo well, that Hawkins never cared to , 


part with me afterwards. _ 
We had but a very ſmall Booty from Sir Da- 


and 


g s 4 $2. ; 
4 Swmawn=©® oo. . oa . _ 2 


(9) 


and Pocket-book, which Sir David offered 60 l. 


for to Wild; but we returned it by a Porter 
_ gratis, for we never dealt with Mild, neither did 


he know any of us. 
The next Morning after this R bbery, it is 


| impoſſible for me to expreſs under what Anxi- 
eties I labour'd, on a conſideration that I had 


engaged in ſuch baſe Actions which I then ap- 


prehended, as I have found ſince, bring nothing 
but Poverty and Shame to him that follows 


them: Beſides, there is no Life fo gloomy as the 


Life of an Highwayman ; he is a Stranger to 
Peace of Mind and quiet Sleep; he is made a 


Property of, by every Villain that knows or 


gueſſes at his Circumſtances : ſuch a Lite is a 
Hell to any Man that has ever had any Reliſh 
of a more generous way of living. But I Was 
entred, and muſt go thorough ; for Jack Hawkins, 
who before was all good Humour and Complai- 
ſance, was now become my Tyrant: he gave 
himſelf a great deal of trouble to let me know, 
that I was as liable to be hang'd as he, and in 
all his Actions expreſs'd a Satisfaction that he 


had me under a hank. I have great reaſon to 


believe that this Pleaſure of his did ariſe from 


his having one more added to his Number, to 


make uſe of when his Occaſions required. The 
World may think I ſpeak this to juſtify what 


I have lately done, but when they ſhall! be 


apprized how vilely his Brother has acted 
that part, and that ſuch a Method of ſaving 


their Lives was always concerted beforehand be- 


tween the two Brothers, they will be of ano- 
ther opinion. In ſhorr, after this Robbery I 
led a Dog's Life, and was much againſt my 

will to take 7 ery thing 1 in good part, 


for 
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hand to ſee how the land lay, brought us word 


2305) 
for fear, by quarelling, of bringing us all into 
trouble. 


The next Coach we robb'd, was Mr. Hide's of 
Hackney ; we had from him ten Pounds, and a 
Watch : Mr. Hide has told me ſince, that he had 
about him at that time 300 J. in Bank Notes, 
but we miſs'd them. It would be too tedious 
to mention all the Robberies we committed, for 
we ſeldom tailed of doing two or three a Week 


for a Month together in or about the Town. 
We ſeldom went above five Miles from the 


Town, and when we came into it again, we fell 


to work With tie Coaches in the Streets. One 
Night in Auguſt 1720. ben all Mankind were 
turn'd T hieies, we rubb'd a Coach againſt the 
dead Wall in Chamcery-Laye, another the fame 


Night in Lincoln's-Tun-Fields; and in going oft, ve 
ſtumbled upon my Lord H/:ftmoreland with three 


Footmen benind his Coach: we robb'd his 


Lordſhip, but with a great deal of difficulty, for 


| the Watch poured in upon us from all parts; yet 
at the Fire of a Piſtol over their Heads, they re- 
tired as faſt, and gave us an opportunity of get- 


ting clear. 


-* 


Theſe Robberies had put me into a good Con- 


dition, if the pernicious Itch of Gaming had not 
been ſo prevalent upon me; whatever Movables 


we got, I ſold my part to J. Haubins and Wright, 
and play d away the Money. They two having 


made up a ſufficient Cargo, were determin'd 


for Holand : accordingly Haukins had every thing 


that belonged to them in his hands, ready to 
go off with, except a Watch which Wright was 
gone by himſelf to fetch out of Pawn; we were 
to meet him at the Queen Head upon Tower- 


Hill: but a Meſſenger whom we ſent before- 
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that Wright was apprehende d by Jonathan WH, 
to whom he had been betray'd by one of his 
own Acquaintance. This was a great Alarm to 
us, for we were under a moſt violent Appre- 
henſion that H/right would impeach us, but he 


proved himſelf to be quite another Man. 


Now Wil. Hawkins and Wrigi were in Priſon 
together : the firſt being impeach'd, could not 
impeach; but the later, it he had been in- 
clined, might have taken that Advantage to 
have ſaved his Life: but he told Hawkins 's Wite, 
that he would hurt nobody, much leſs her -Huſ- 
band, becauſe of his Children. I ſhall have an 
Opportunity preſently to ſhow how well this 


Generoſity was retaliated. In the mean time, 
Jack Hawkins and I were conſulting where to 


conceal ourſelves; at laſt we pitch'd upon Ox- 
ford, whither we walk'd a foot, and tarried there 
a Month: in which t.me nothing ren arkable 
happen'd, except that Hawkins detaced ſome Pic- 
tures in the Gallery above the Bodleian Library, 


tor the Diſcovery whereot the Unwerſity bid 
100 J. A poor Taylor, who had above mea- 
ſure diſtinguiſh'd himſelf for a Whig, was taken 


up and impriſon'd tor this Fact, and very nar» 


rowly eſcaped a Whipping. 
By that time we had been a Month at Oxfard, 
the Seſſions at the Old- Bale) were ended ; Wil. 


Hawkins was diſcharged, and his Friend Potock 
hanged, but Wright was reterved till Kingſton» 


Aſſizes. Jack Hawkius being very deſirous to 


| ſee his Brother Mil. told me he deſign'd for 


London the ſſext Day, and that he was ſorry he 


could not lend me Money to go along with him, 


but that he would in two or three Days ſend 
me 2 J. and ſo he left me full of Poverty and a 


bad Conſcience, two diſmal Companions. A, 


C-4 Illtttle 


— — — ᷣ—— — — — 
— — . > - 
0 —Ü——ͤ—j —— ” 


En) 


little while after I received ten Shillings from 
him, ſix whereof I ow'd at my Quarters, which 


I paid, and with the reſt ſet forwards to London 


a foot; when I arrived at Londin, I found that 


Jack and Wil! Hawkins were gone for Holland 
with all Migbt's Goods to the Value of 50 J. 


which they never gave him any Account of, tho 


he was then ſtarving in Priſon. 


About the latter end of October, both the 
Brothers returned from Holland to London, where 
we all joined ; the moſt fatal joining I ever made 


in my Lite, for if I had not joined that heedleſs 


Villain Wil. Hawkins, 1n all probability I ſhould 
not have been in this Condition: but this can- 


not be recalled. 


We three went on till Chriſtmas, when I be- 


came of Age, and in Poſſeſſion of a ſmall Eſtate 
my Father left me, which J fold for 350 J. This 
Money 1 preſently loſt, except a part I lent to 

the two Brothers to buy them Horſes with; 

J remember this particularly, becauſe they never 
paid me again. Being all furniſn'd with Horſes 
of our own, we fell to Buſineſs very induſtrieuſ- 


ly; Wil. 3 we often left behind us as a 


lazy Coward : this Fellow in Company is one of 
the moſt fluſtring Raſcals I ever heard, no Man 
is fo forward to ſtrike another, becauſe he con- 


fides in his Strength, and yet no Man was ſo 
backward upon the Road; which proceeded not 
from a Principle of Honeſty, but downright 


Fear: For theſe, and divers other good Cauſes, 
we broke him out of the Trocp very often, or 

at leaſt ſuſpended him till by his good Behaviour 
he tee a Re- admiſſion. One Night his 


Brother and myſelf, having excluded him for 


ſome of the Offences atoreſaid, took a Ride to : 


ad, and being! in an clerared Condition 
A | | with 


r .. lit 


„ 
with Wine, were reſolved upon our Return to 
rob the firſt Coach we met, let the Conſequence 


- PE what it would. It happen'd that about 106 
Yards on this fide of Fig-Lane, towards St. Giles's 


Turnpike, we met a Chariot with two bright 


Gentlemen in it; as ſoon as ever they paſt us 
we muffled up with Cape and Handkerchief, 
and overtook them at the end of Fig-Lane: at 


the firſt word the Coachman ſtopt, and down 


went the Saſhes ; I was on one fide, and Hawkins 
on the other. The Gentlemen pur their Bodies 
cout of the Coach, and fired both at once; one 
of them lodged three Slugs in Hawkins's Shoul- 


der, but the other miſs'd me: They certainly 


| were brave Men, yet I think their haſty Fire 
Vas a ſign of Fear; for if they had ſuffer'd us 
to have come cloſe to them, they muſt have 


ſhatter'd us all to pieces. The Report of the 


Fire-Arms had made a great Alarm, ſo that we 
thought it our beſt way to move off, to prevent 
| Murder on both ſides; for they went out with 


a Reſolution not to be robb'd, and we went 
out not to kill. 3 


This Action vas ſucceeded by ſuch bad Wea- 


ther, that we could not get a Farthing ; and 
when good Weather came, our Horſes Heads 
being ſwelled, we conid not get them out of 
the Stable. In this Diſaſter every Man's Wits 
were at work how to proceed for a Livelihood, 
at laſt we agreed to go and rob the Coaches in 


Hide-Park a-toot. The firſt Coach we attempted 
in Hide-Park was Mr. Green's the Brewer, but 


the Coachman _ us only Footmen, whipt + 
tor we were not expert in 


away, and left us, 


this ſort of Work ; however, I ſhot one of his 
Horſes, and in endeavouring to fire again, I 
ſhot myſelt chro the Hand, which made my Re- 
= IT: treat 
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treat very difficult, as having the Walls to get 


over. ” 
Being now ſpoilt for either Horſe or Foot, I 


had time enough to reflect upon my moſt deplo- 


rable Condition; I recollected what I was once, 


and what then! I found that ſuch a Courſe of 


Life muſt be finiſh'd with great Scandal at J- 


burn, and that God Almighty's Vengeance 
would overtake us, and that ſuppoſe he was an 


unconcerned Spectator of ſuch Actions, that the 


Nature of our Crimes would not admit of a 


better Fate. Upon the whole I concluded, my 
beſt way was to legve the Town, and thereby 
all my Follies : I had no ſooner taken this Reſo- 


lution, but I put it in execution, for I borrow'd 


a little Money of a Friend, took my Horſe out 

of the Stable, and fo ſet forwards to Torkſhire, 

„ ns 
It is impoſlible to expreſs my Satisfaction in 


leaving the Town, or how much I deteſted thoſe 
Actions I had been lately guilty of, or the Since- 


rity of my Reſolutions never to relapſe, let my 


Fortune in the World be what it would. Thus 
prepared for an honeſt Life, I arrived at Whitby, 


where I was well entertained; in a few Days I 


fell into my Mother's Buſineſs, which is very 


conſiderable : this I followed with the greateſt 
Diligence till the Auguſt following; ſome time 


in that Month I was ſent for to a Publick Houſe 


in our Town by two Gentlemen, whom, to my 
great Surprize, I found to be my old Friend 


John Hawkins, and his new Companion George 
Sympſon. After firſt Compliments, Hawkins and 
I took a Walk together; upon an Examination 
of their Affairs, I found out ſeveral things which 


look'd poorly on my {ide ; as that they kad nor 
above 2/. in Money between them, and the 
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like: I expoſtulated with him the reaſon of his 


raking ſo long a Journey ſo poorly provided, in- 
to a. Place where he could have no Aſſiſtance. 
This diſpleaſed him very much, fo that he twore 
and raged like a Fury ; he rold me, I bad been 
like other Men, and was now as liable as any 


body: he added, that his Brother had impeach'd 


me, and every body elſe of his Companions, and 
that I ſhould be fetch'd away in a few Days. 


This ſtartled me very much, ſo that I agreed to 


go along with them: I bought Sympſer's part of 
| ſome Goods they brought along with them, 
which came to 20 J. and I lent Hawkins 20 J. 


we all bought Horſes, and ſo we came to Lon- 
don, where I found that I was not impeach'd, as 
Hawkias had told me, neither was his Brother 


in Cuſtody. By this you may perceive the Spi- 
rit of Envy, which reigns in ſuch Men towards 
their Companions, who betake themſelves to an 
honeſt Life, and deſert their Villanies. 
This Joke preceded the Truth but a very lit- 
tle, for in a ſhort time after M/ill. Hawkins was 
taken by Sir Edward Lawrence's Servants, whom 
be and Butler Fox had robbed in the Huntington- 


Coach. Will. Hawkins impeach'd every body 


that had been concerned with him, and me a- 


mongſt the reſt ; but only Fox and Wright were 


apprehended: This is the ſame Wright J left 
in Priſon, labouring under all the Calamities 
which attend ſuch a Place. He was tried at 
Kingſton laſt Summer-Aſſizes, but being acquit- 

ted, was diſcharged ; after his Diſcharge he fell 


to an honeſt Employment, which he followed 


till Hawkins impeach'd him: He was convicted 


of a Street-Robbery done upon Mr. Towers a- 
bout two Years ago, and hang'd the 22d of De- 
cember laſt, and guilty of the Fact. What makes 
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me 


1 
me remember the Day, is, becauſe if J had been 
taken, I ſhould have ſuffer'd the ſame Day, which 
was my Birth-day. It may here be remember'd 
how well poor Wright's Generoſity was repaid, 
he forbore Hawkins, to be hang'd by him himſelf. 
Zutler Fox was a Porter in Millſtreet, had a 
Wife and three Children; Vill. Hawkins came 
acquainted with him at C——— Houſe by 
London-W/all, a Neſt for Highwaymen. Upon 
his Tryal he appeared to have a good Reputa- 
tion, tho certainly he was guilty of the two 
Robberies he was acquitted of at the Old Bailey, 
and I am ſatisfy'd he was never guilty of more. 
Will. Hawkins, after he had drawn this poor 
Fellow into theſe rwo Robberies, made his 
| boaſt that he had no farther Occaſion for him, 
and when his Neceflities required, he would 
make uſe of him. ; | „ 
Alfter he was aequitted, which baulk'd the 
Expectations of Sir Edward's Footmen, who 
took him, they trump'd up the Robbery of Co- 
lonel Arch. Hamilton againſt him, which Jack 
| Hawkins and George Sympſon were guilty of. This 
Hawkins (wears himſelf and Fox into the Rob- 
bery, tho neither of them were there; not- 
withſtanding that he ſuffered for it at Croydon, 
_ declaring with his laſt Words, that he was in- 
nocent. Some People may ask, If Hawkins himſelf 
Was not there, how came he to know ſo ma- 
ny Circumſtances? This is eaſily anſwered, for 
Hawkins and Smpſon told him every particular 
that very Night. I have heard Hawkins exclaim 
againſt his Brother very often both before and 
after Fox's Conviction, for ſwearing F into this 
| Robbery, which he and Smpſon did, and nobody 
elſe. There is one thing that convinces me 
what they ſaid was true, which is this: When 
=> Hawkins 
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| Hawkins was ask'd what became of the riſſed 
barrell'd Gun they took from the Colonel, he 
anſwered, that he threw it away juſt after the 
Robbery. Now this was a Lye to my certain 
knowledge, for I had that ſame Gun in my hand 
laſt Chriſtmas, and ſaw the Silk they took in 
Hawkins's hands. All that I can ſay more to 
this Matter, is, Tnat the Colonel's Coachman 
had good Eyes, that he could ſwear to a Man 
he never ſaw in his Life before; I cannot think 
| he had any of the Reward for that Service, 
Which, I believe, was divided amongſt Sir 
Edward's Servants. 

All this time we. play'd leaſt in ſight our 
moſt convenient Houſe was by London-Wall : 


This Man knew all our Circumſtances, and in 
that Knowledge found his Account, for we 
ſeldom committed a Robbery, but he had his 


Snack by way of Reckoning. We did not mind 


that, for as he kept a Livery-Stable, we had an 


| Opportunity of getting out at all times in the 


Night; ſo that we harraſs'd almoſt all the 


Morning Stage-Coaches 1 in England. One Mor- 


ning we robb' d the Cirenceſter, the Worceſter, the 


Gloceſter, the Oxfurd, and Briſtol Stage-Coaches, 


all together; the next Morning the Hſuich and 


Colcheſter, and a third Morning perhaps the 
Portſmauth Coach. The Bury Coach has been 
our conſtant Cuſtomer ; I think we have touch'd 


that Coach ten times: For any of theſe, we ne- 


ver went further than the Srones- End ; if we 


brought away their Portmanteaus, we carried 


—, where we 
ranſack' d them. I cannot help ſaying, that as 


them to our old Cock C— 


this Man participated of our Proſperity, it is a 
pity he ſhould not have his Snack ot our Ad- 
ary + it would be of infinite Service to the 


D Nation, 


2  ———————— 
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Nation, if ſuch a Man could be ſent abroad 


for better Education, He has undone ſeveral 
young Fellows, by ſpurring them to ſuch. 


Actions as bring them to the Gallows, 


Our Tveuing Exerciſes were generally be- 
tween Hemp ſtead, H ckrey, Bow, Richmond, 


and London, and behind Buckizg/2m Wall, 
Cc. We thrice committed numberleſs Robe 
| beries, for Symp ſon was a ſtout brick Mar. 


ſo that we carried every thing on with great 


_ Succeſs, and might have lived in that un- 


happy Way ſeveral Years, if we had not 
meddled -with the Mails, whick are certain 
Deſtruction to any body that rob them. Not 
x9 has eſcaped yet, that ever meddled with 
them. 5 „ 
This Sympſon was about 28, horn at Putney 
in Surrey, and brought up at Pcewre in Lin- 
colyſhire ; he was a Man of no Education, 
and of poor natural Parts: he was never ca- 
pable of deſigning any thing, but when cut 


cout for him, no Man was quicker or bolder. 
in the Execution. He had been ſome time 
Bailiff of an Hundred in L ncol»ſhire, but for 
_ ſome Miſdemeanour flying the Country, he 


came to London, and ſerved my Lord Cal. 


main, and other Gentlemen, in quality of 


Footman ; but not contented with that Sta— 


tion, he never reſted tiil he became ac- 
quainted with Jacht Hawkins, and fo com- 


menced one of his Majeſty's Collectors for 


the High Roads. 


Hawkins and Sympſon were the Perſons 
that committed the Robbery on Richard 


Weſt Eſq; behind Puckingham houſe, and took 


4 Gold Watch, aud ſeveral other things to a 
TY conſiderable 
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conſiderable Value, for which a great Reward 
was offered, but never produced. 


uß to the Po. tſmouth Coach, a Gentleman up- 
on it fired at us before we ſpoke to the 


ly our pafling them, and then returning 
upon them, pleinly demonſtrated what we 
wanted to be at. We had the ſame mea- 
ſure niceted to vs by another Morning Coach 

by which my Horſe received a Wound, of 
which he died. One remarkable thing 
enough has happened to us, and that was, 
our meet ng Mr. Greeward his Lady behind 


him when we were mounted, 


| . This is the Life we led till the beginning 


| of April laſt, when we began to talk of 
putting an old Deſign of robbing the Mails 
In Eaeccufion. This Deſign was firſt con- 


| certed with the aboveſaid C . He ad- 
han nat the beſt way was to > begin with 


tic Harwich Mail; but that Mail being as 


* * * "s - * 


Briſtol Mail, and every thing was prepared 


| eccordingly, I endeavoured all I could to 
hinder this Attcupt. I told them, that the 


Nature of our C 'Ircumſiances were ſuch, that 
of neceuity we were firmly attached to oue 


t Fly, Ce 


OE I kg | 


Nothing particular happened in all theſe 


Robberies, except that as we were making 


Coachman. I do not blame him, for certain- 


Bucki gbam- Wall and robbing them: I call 
it ren aikable, becauſe I told the Coachman 
when he drove away from us when we were 
a- foot, that we ſhonld have the luck to meet 


wvncertzin 3 the Ty ind, we never agreed to 
wait for At laſt we pitched upon the 


another s Intereſt, as being all impeached 
together, which nindered any one detigning 


. - 
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Perſon amongſt us injuring the other two. 
That that Union would be diffolved when a 
Promiſe of the King's Pardon ſhould be pub- 
liſhed after ſuch a Robbery, with a Reward 


as uſual. I told them, that the Poſt-Houſe 
was indefatigable in their Searches after Men 
who had robbed them; and laſtly, that we 

| ſhould get nothing by it but a Gibbet. 


Thus I argued againſt myſelf, for nothing 


but this Accident could have ſet me free in 


the World. . Notwithſtanding all this, we 


Tet forwards on Snrday the 15th Day of 
Apri/, for the accompliſhment of our fatal 


Project. The next Morning, being Monday, 


we took the Mail; and again on Wedneſday 
Morning. The meaning of taking it twice, 
was to get the halves of ſome Bank Bills, the 
firſt halves whereof we took out of the Mail 
e ift. 
On Monday the 23d of April, being the 
Monday following that Morning we robbed 


the Mail the firit time. I walked out after 


Dinner to ſee my Horſe in Ferchurch-ſireet , | 
from thence led by an over-ruling Fate, it 


came into my Head that I would go to 


to hear vihat News there. At C—'s I 


found two or three Men whoſe Countenances 


I did not like, which made me withdraw 


ſomething abruptly. I got clear of the 


Houſe without any Moleſtation, and by ſome 
bye Alleys I got away undiſcovercd into 


Mvorgate Coffee houſe, a Houſe that I much 
frequented, becauſe as none but ſober Com- 


pany uſe it, a Highwayman might appear 

there without ſuſpicion. This Cottee-houſe, 

at certain times, we uſed betwecn two and 

three Years; but as I was always reſerved, 
b 


and 


l 


for long Experience 
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and had ſeldom the ſame Habit, T never was 
much known. At this time, contrary to m 
Cuſtom, I fell into a Set of Company, and, 
amongſt the reſt, particularly with one who 
by ins outward Mein ſeemed to be a Quaker. 
This Perſon told me, that there was great 
queſt made after the Robbers of the Priftol 
Mail, nay, that there was even then enquiry 
made after them in their Neighbourhood ;. 
and told me in a jocular way, they did 
not take right Methods of robbing them. 
Upon this I paid for my Gill, and marched. 
out, not without ſome reflection upon my 
Friend's Words. It now came into my 
head, that the People I faw at C— s were 
the Enquirers. After I left the Coftee-houſe, 
I went into Bedlam, where the many melan- 
choly Objects I ſaw there inſpired me with 
a thorough Senſe of my own worſe Condition 
al informed me, that 
nothing but Poverty and Deſtruction, ſooner 
or later, could attend me in that Courſe of 
Life. Here I made a thorough Examination 
into ſeveral Paſſages that happened ſince our 
robbing the Mails, which gave me the great- 
eſt Grounds to believe it was not ſafe for 
me to tarry longer in London. For a certain 
Perſon, who was more my Friend than theirs, 
ſuſpecting us to be the Men who robbed the 
Mails, adviſed me to get oft, or elſe go im- 
mediately to the Poſt-houſe, and ſurrender 
myiclf; if I did not, he wes well aflired 
Synpſon woud, for that he had asked him 
ſevere] previous Qucſtions tending to fuch 
a Dei.gn : as, Wheiher he who ſtood already 
Iinpeached could Le an Evidence egainit 
any body elſe? aid, Whethera Perſon that 
e ng went 


if the Gazette meant the 2001 Reward to him 


1 
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went in voluntarily would be detained? and 


that diſcovered, or to him that apprehended ? 


Theſe, and ſuch like Queſtions, he asked of 
a Perſon that he did not imagine wou'd re- 
port them to me again. When J heard them, 
I put a right Conſtruction upon thoſe En- 
quiries, and to prevent the Effects of them, 
after a long Conſideration in Bedlam, I deter- 
mined to take a Paſſage for N. cle that 


very Night, but entirely rejected the laſt 
pare of my Friend's Advice. he 
With this Reſolution I made towards 


 Moorgate Coffee-houſe again, but in my way 
was met by the ſaue Men I ſaw at C--—'s. 
Aſſoon as I paſſed them, they turned about 
and followed me, tut not ſo cloſe, but that 


J got into the Coffee-houſe unſeen, for they 


overſhot Moorgate Arch, ſo that if J had re- 
turned by the ſame Door I came in at, I had 


eſcaped ; but I unluckily (or father luckily) 


went out at the Fore-door, where they ſtood 
watching in the Street. Aſſoon as they ſaw 


me, they ſeized me. I am very much of Cpi- 
nion, that C-— had given them ſome infor- 
mation about me, tho they ſay they had no 


bother ſuſpicion of me than ſeeing me at his 


Houſe, which had been long ſuſpected as an 


harbour for ſuch Men. After I was appre- 
hended, they carried me to the Generel Poſt- 


Office, where I was examined before the 


Poſt-Maſter General, but he could make no- 
thing of me that Night. The next Morning 
I was carried before him again four or five 
times to as littie purpole : in ſhort, I had 


given him my final Anſwer, that I knew 
. nothing 
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nothing of the Matter, tho Mr. Carteret, 
before whom I was carried, uſed the moſt 
prevailing Arguments to bring me to a 
Diſcovery. But when nothing would do, 
juſt as he was preparing to commit me, a 
Meſſenger came from Vill. Hawkins, who is 
a Priſoner in the Gatehouſe, to let the Poſt- 
houſe know that he had Impeached me, ahd 
that they need not give themſelves any 
trouble about me, for that his Evidence 


| would convict me. At firſt I looked upon 


this as an Artifice to draw me to a Confeiiion, 
but when one of my own Friends confirmed it 
that there had been ſuch a Meſſenger, I began 

to think it was very hard to be hanged by a 
Man whoſe Brother's Life I had ſaved, for 
I did not value the Poſt-houſe, I knew they 
could have no Evidence againſt me, notwith- 
ſtanding that if they by any Circumſtances 
ſhould have thought me the Man, after 
they had failed themſelves, they would have 
urged Hawkins's Evidence egainſt me, as if 
it had been their own Cauſe. Still I thought 


it was hard, that a Man ſhould ſuffer for his 


Brother's Roguery, and therefore would not 
come to a Confeſſion. All the Poſt- Officers, 
beſides Mr. Carteret, were preſling akon 
meaſure with me, inſomuch that it appeared 
to me that they had as great regard 19 my 
Welfare as their own Intereſt, One of 
them, in particular, called me aſide, and 
putting his Hand into his Pocket, produced 
a Letter, and bid me read it, which I did, 


and found as follows: 


SIR 


* 
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TJ Am: one of the Perſons who robbed the Mails, 
which I am ſorry for; and to make amends, Pl 


ſecure my two Companions as ſoon as may be. He 


whoſe Hand this ſhall appear 10 be, I hope will be 
entitled to the Reward and his Pardon. 


T1 am yours unknown, 


Ass ſoon as I read it, I knew it to be Symp- 


Jon's Letter, ſo that without any more Words I 
made a Diſcovery, and I am of opinion any Man 
in England would have done the ſame. That 
League of Friendſhip which was between us, 
was certainly diſſolved by this Deſign againſt 


me. As for they who talk of ſolemn Oaths and 
Proteſtations, I can aflure them there never were 


any ſuch amongſt us; and if there had, no 


Oath is binding, the keeping whereof is a grea- 
ter Sin than the breaking of it: An Oath is 


always adminiſter'd tor ſome laudable Purpoſe, 


but ſuch Oaths tend to nothing but the De- 


ſtruction of our Country. 


They were not taken till the Thurſday after 
my Diſcovery; from the firſt of their Apprehen- 
ſion, they prepared themſelves very devoutly for 
another World. 2 RE „„ 
Upon their Tryals they appeared both very 


well dreſs'd; but, as the Judge obſerved; their 


Habit was not correſpondent with the Cha- 
racer their Friends gave of them, iz. that they 
had both been Footmen. Hawkins was guilty of 
one great piece of Indiſcretion, that was in de- 
ſiring that all the King's Witneſſes might give 


their Evidence apart. If he had been innocent, 


this might have done him ſome notable Service 


but as he was guilty, it was a Confirmation to 


the 


„ 
the Judge he was ſo, becauſe, tho we were a- 
part, we all concurred in every Circumſtance. 
Now had we been ſuffer'd to ſtay in the Court, 
Hawkins might afterwards have well urged that 
it was no wonder there was ſuch a Chain in our 
Evidence, when we had heard what one another 
ſaid. There were ſeveral People appeared for 
them, and the moſt of them were guilty of — 
, particularly the Gentleman who ſwore he 
fold Hawkins two River-Douglaſſes; and the o- 
ther who ſwore Hawkins was at his Houſe the 
Night the Mail was robbed, and to prove it, 
produced a ſpurious Note. ponds 
As to the People who ſwore High-Treaſon 
againſt me, I never ſaw them in my Life before 
that time; if the Court had given any heed to 
what they ſaid, I could eaſily have proved my 
Principles juſt the Reverſe to what they ſwore. 
After the 0 had been ſent out twice, at laſt 
hey were found guilty. Hawkins, when he 
zme to receive Sentence of Death, upbraided 
he Judge as partial, a Charge he did not de- 
erve; for never any Priſoners were uſed with 
more Lenity and Juſtice. They were executed 
on Monday the 21ſt of May, 1722. I hope their 
Souls are in Heaven; and tho my Crimes de- 
lerved the ſame Puniſhment, I hope Providence 
has reſerved me to a better End: and tho ſeve- 
ral Perſons who have ſaved their Lives this way, 
have at laſt been hanged themſelves, I doubt not 
but to make a better uſe of my Deliverance. 1 
wiſh with all my heart that our Story may be a 
Caution to other young Men, and then I ſhall 
get my End in writing theſe tew Sheets ; by 
which they will find that we enjoyed none of 
thoſe Sweets which tempt Mankind to unlawful 
os EE | Actions. 
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Actions. If their Duty to God will not reſtrain 
them from ſuch Actions, let our old Proverb, 
Which ſays, That Huneſty is the beſt Policy ; for 
certainly in the end that Proverb proves itſelf 
infallibly true. The greateſt Means of our De- 
ſtruction, is ſetting ar nought the firſt Cauſes of 
it; we do not conſider how naturally we go 
from one thing to another, till at laſt we ger to 
the end of a Rope. 1 have this Comfort hov- 
ever in my Misfortunes, that I never was con- 
cerned where any Murder was done. 
Notwithſtanding that my Crimes have dei 
great enough, yet thoſe Crimes have received 
great Aggravations from flying Reports; which 


1 ſhould not have taken notice of, but that I 


am willing to ſet the Truth in a clear light. 
The firſt thing which ſurprizes me moſt, is, that 


it has been confidently reported by ſeveral News 


Writers, that my Companions and ſelf were guil- 
ty of that horrid Fact of cutting the Woman's 
Tongue out, becauſe ſhe happen'd to ſtand by 
When we robb'd the Bury-Coach, and knew us; 
and that I have acknowledged the ſame. In the 
firſt place, I never acknowledged any ſuch thing; 
and in the next place, I can prove by things ta- 
ken away from that Coach in Mhitechappel the 
fame Morning this Fact is ſaid to be done, that 
we were not the Men; for doubtleſs the People 
to whom theſe things are reſtored, would not 

have been ſilent, if any ſuch thing had been 
done by us. belides, this Barbarity was given 
out to be committed beyond Epping, which is 


ten Miles beyond the Place where we commit 
ted the We. 


Another 


| Aa 
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Another thing is related of me, which J have 


* jo occaſion to take notice of, any further than 
Fey hat tis falſe, that is, that I have impeach'd 22 
: en; for if I had, it had been the greateſt Juſ- 


ce in me to impeach all as well as the two I. 


; of ave impeach'd, if any more had been concern'd 
52 ich me. . 
= I hear one Rogers has been committed to Ailſ- 
l 1y-Goal, and upon my Information; in Juſtice 


o the Man, I take this Opportunity to declare 
know him not : indeed juſt atter my Commit- 
nent, a Man of a very odd Aſpect, an Inhabi- 
ant of High-WWiccomb in Buckinghamſhire, came to 


= ne one Morning, and told me that he had ſeized 
bt. Nis Rogers, as anſwering the Deſcription of 
ar robind; but finding that Sympſon and Hawkins 


ere taken, he was come to know whether I 
new Rogers: Ianſwered, No. Upon this my 
entleman of the diſmal Countenance look'd 

ery chagrin, and after pauſing a little while, 
ask'd me to drink a Glaſs of Wine; I accepted 
his Offer. Accordingly we ſat down together, 
ind for ſome time talk'd on indifferent Subjects; 
at laſt he reſumed the Diſcourſe about Rogers, 
telling me he believed him to be a Highwayman, 
and was aſſured I knew him. I reply'd poſi- 
tively, 'That I did not. "Then he ask'd me, It 


2 I had not run many Dangers for very little Mo- 
n tey ; I agreed I had. Why now, quoth he, ſup- 


n (poſe a Man ſhould put you in a way to get the | 
. Whalf of 40 J. with Safety? I told him, I ſhould 
make very grateful Returns to that Man who 


mould put me in that way. Why then, he ad- 
Hed, that it was only rapping heartily againſt 
cis ſame Rogers, and my Buſineſs wis done. By 


this finding the Rogue's Drift, I deſired his Ab- 
ih T8; E's fene, 


"IM - 
ſence, and ſo forwarded him down Stairs i 
ſome haſte. I have been the more particular i 
this Relation, becauſe I would ſhow that ſome 
times the Men of Reputation are the greatetiſ 
Villains. ©... ns ON 
It has alſo been laid to my Charge, That 18- 
made it my frequent Practice to raviſh the La 
dies whom we robb'd : I cannot think what wiſe 
Perſon trump'd up this Story, it appears to m 
the moſt nonſenſical one I ever heard; for as we 
always robb'd the Coaches within four Miles of 
the Town, and very early in the Evening or 
Morning, when we had all our Hands full in 
diſmounting the Horſemen who were upon the 
| Road, I cannot ſee any room for ſuch an Action. 
| Beſides, I defy any Perſon to ſhow that there 
has been any ſuch thing done by any body with- 
in theſe five Years, which is the longeſt time! 
have been in this Town. „„ 
Ihe next great Charge is, That I uſed Cru- 
_ elties to any Gentleman we robb'd : How falſe 
this is, I appeal to ſeveral Gentlemen who have 
been robb'd by us; ſome in particular, who 
have been to ſee me, remember me for the great 
Civility I ſhowed above my Companions. 
The laſt and moſt heavy Charge, is, That 1 
am an Atheiſt, a Blaſphemer, and an irreligious 
Fellow: The two firſt Characters I utterly dif 
claim, and Sarge any of my Acquaintance to 
ſay I ever wade ule of any atheiſtical or blaſphe- 
mous Expreſſions. As to the laſt, indeed I can- 
not ſay much; for how is it poſſible that a Man 
in ſuch a Courſe of Wickedneſs oould frequent 
Divine Service, or pertorm other Duties of Re- 
ligion? Would it not be the greateſt Mockery 
for a Man to pretend any ſuch thing, when * 
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tance of Almighty God. 


(29) 


his own Conſcience he defign'd to commit Rob- 


| beries immediately after? I think no Man can 


be truly religious, till he purpoſes to lead a new 
Life; which I am reſolutely bent upon, by the Ai. 


Ralph Wilſon. 
He le We pn he whe hp hr Ste He 


I Hereas it has been confidently reported, That 
Mr. MI LLS, Maſter of the Dog- Tavern at 


2p Billinſgate, knew of our Robbing the Briſtol-Mail : 


This is to declare, that the ſame is entirely falſe ; 

and that he knew nothing of our Circumſtances, or 
Way of Living, or any thing relating to us, only as 
common Cuſtomers frequenting his Houſe. | 


Ralph Wilſon. 
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